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CAY MEN'S 
CHORUS 

The Lehigh Valley Gay Men’s Chorus will 
present "Not Quite A Holiday Concert" 
jNovember 20, 8 PM (Tickets $12, 

^Students and Sr. Citizens $6) Wesley 
[ United Methodist Church, 2540 Center St. 
lBethlehem. For ticket information: 

'info @ Ivgmc.orgor call 610-366-3320. 

COMMUNITY MOURNS 
LINDA 6IALL0NARD0 

Linda Giallonardo, died Thursday, October 14, in 
Albert Einstein Medical Center, Philadelphia. 

Linda was a dedicated supporter of the GLBTA 
community who served on the FACT Board and as 
a FACT volunteer for many years. Linda 
contributed significantly to PA-GALA’s effort to 
defeat the referendum effort to remove the City’s 
Anti-discrimination Ordinance. VFP offers 
1 ^deegests^rr^ 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER! 
IS ELECTION DAY 


COMMUNITY 
MOURNS 
KAREN KIMBER 

Karen Kimber, owner of 
Hack’s diner in Bethlehem, 
died Saturday, October 9 after 
a brief battle with lung cancer. 
Karen was a long time 
supporterof the Lehigh Valley 
GLBTA community, serving on 
the board of ACCO, 
supporting PA-GALA and 
Pride, and working for 
fairness and tolerance 
through a variety of 
progressive groups and as an 
individual who was always 
willing to offer a friendly hand. 
VFP extends deepest 
condolencesto her family. 


JOHN 
WATE 

TO SPEAK AT 

ARTS 
COUNCIL 

Filmmaker John Waters, 
famous for many great 
movies including “Hairspray, 
“Pecker,” "Serial Mom," and the 
camp classic “Pink Flamingos,” 
will be the keynote speakerat the a 
Lehigh Valley Arts Councils 
Creative Exchangel 
Conference on November 10 at! 
the Crowne Plaza in Allentown. 

For more information seel 
http://www.lvartscouncil.org/exch ,, 
ange/default.html 


CARSON 

KRESSLEY 

Carson Kressley, fashion 
extraordinaire, stopped by the 
Lehigh Valley Queer Film 
Festival for an impromptu Q&A 
on Oct. 23 to show clips from 
"When Ocean Meets the Sky," 
a documentary about Fire 
Island Pines, directed by 
Crayton Robey. 
Carson and 
his assistant 
Darcy Becker's 
appeared in the 
film as 
interview 
subjects.After 
Carson hurried 
to Borders forthebook 
signing of his new work “Off the 
Cuff.” 


VOTE 

PENNSYLVANIA 
DIVERSITY NETWORK 


AYUHIIAW OPINION *. 


GLBT Hotline 

Greater- ItJuyk [/a/fey 

A new GLBT organization called Pennsylvania Diversity Network has 
formed in the Lehigh Valley. PA Diversity Network has been formed as a 
non-profit for the purpose of creating a charitable organization in 
Pennsylvania, which will foster strength and vitality in the GLBT 
community by providing news, information, health programs and other 
services. 

The Valley Free Press and Lehigh Valley Infoline will both function as 
part of PA Diversity Network. The organization filed for 501 c3 status 
several weeks ago. Boardmembers include: Liz Bradbury, Patricia 
Sullivan, Robert Roush, Melinda Kohn, Roberta Meek, Sarah Kersh 
and Gail Erich. See next month’s VFP for exciting news releases about 
the planned projects of this new groui 
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Dear WTA: What’s the news for Lehigh Valley voters on 
candidates and GLBT issues in this election? Signed Super 
Voter 

Dear Super Voter, The election is just 3 days away, 

I remember to take a valid photo ID with you to the polls, 
especially if you are a first time voter. Here is the latest news 
on local endorsements. The Pennsylvania Gay and Lesbian 
Alliance (PA-GALA) has decided to endorse these 
candidates because, according to PA-GALA, these 
candidates have records that reflect their support for the 
GLBT community. 

President: John Kerry (D) 

Vice President: John Edwards (D) 

U.S. Senate: Joe Hoefel (D) 

Attorney General: Jim Eisenhower (D) 

Auditor General: Jack V\fegner (D) 

PA Treasurer: Bob Casey (D) 

Congress 15th Congressional District: 

Joe Driscoll (D) 

PA State House of Representatives: 

(131) Patrick Browne (R) 

(132) Jennifer Mann (D) 

(133) T.J. Rooney (D) 

(135) Steve Samuelson (D) 

(136) Robert Freeman 

PA-GALA says they endorsed Legislature Candidates 
based on support for the PA Hate Crimes Bill, support for the 
GLBT Civil Rights Bill and opposition to anti-GLBT 
amendments. 


Pride in the Park Planning Meeting Wednesday, November 
117, 7:00pm Location: Panera Bread, W. Tilghman & Cedar 
| Crest Blvd, Allentown 

Ongoing Pride Projects: Pride Board Meetings are the 
I second Thursday of the month. Rainbow Scholarship 
I Committee Meetings are the last Wednesday of each month. 
I Pride in the Park Meetings are the second Wednesday of each 
month. November 12: Pride Benefit at Twist Nightclub, 
November 14: Gender Blender Youth Ball at Diamonz 
I Nightclub. 


10,000 VILLAGES AT MCC 

TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES Craft Fair - On Saturday, Nov. 
113 and Sunday Nov. 14, MCCLV will be the site of an enjoyable 
land talent-filled craft fair sponsored by TEN THOUSAND 
IVILLAGES, an organization dedicated to bringing crafts from 
Ithird-world countries to the U.S. for sale. The items are 
(beautiful, well-made and inexpensive. More information at the 
IMCCLV website. 


FOR LEGAL INFO ON 2ND PARENT ADOPTION 

...or if your lawyer has questions call The Center for Lesbian and 
|Gay Civil Rights in Philadelphiatoll free at 1 -866-LGBT-LAW. 


RAGS TO RICHES 
TAKE THE FIRST STEP 

by jbenide McKelueq, 

Dear Denise, I have recently left my job as a florist and I am in my 
early 30's. While I worked there, I accumulated a 401 k plan worth 
$3,200 dollars. What should I do with the account? Thanks. 
Signed, Movin'On 

Dear Movin' On, I am glad you contacted me, especially since 
recent legislation has made some chanaes to 401k account 
holders. Currently, workers with less than $5,000 in a company- 
provided defined-contributionplan, who are under the age of 60, 
must remember to request that their 401k money be rolled over 
when they leave their employer, otherwise, the $3,200 will be 
taxed for cashing out the account prematurely. 

Beginning in March 2005, employees with 401k plans valued 
between $1,000 and $5,000 will no longer have to handle this 
issue themselves. It will be rolled over automatically to an IRA, 
according to recent legislation released by the Labor Department. 

What prompted the change was a concern that the current rules 
were hurting younger people and those who change jobs 
frequently. Under the present system, about 87% of 401k 
accounts under $5,000 are cashed out when the owners leave 
their jobs, according to data from a research firm, Hewitt 
Associates in Illinois. 

Hewitt also reports that only about 70 percent of 401 k-eligible 
workers actually participate in their programs. Moreover, many 
participants either don't save enough in their 401k plans or they 
mismanage their holdings, frequently by sticking with overly 
conservative instruments. With that in mind, here are four tips for 
401k investors. 

If you don't participate in a 401 k plan, start. If you do participate, 
try to commit more money each year. The average deferral rate 
was 7 percent of compensation. At a minimum, you should try to 
invest enough to qualify for matching funds. 

There are some astounding numbers. A person age 30, earning 
$40,000 annually who contributes 6 percent of his or her salary a 
year, can look forward to a nest egg of roughly $770,000 by 
retirement age, assuming a 7-percent average annual return and 
a 3-percent company match. If the same employee invests 8 
percent instead, the account would swell to about $940,000. This 
may allow you to vacation more often in Key West. 

Diversify your investments. It is important to own more than just 
your company's stock. We have learned that from Lucent, Enron 
and Tyco. Also, avoid the urge to play things overly cautiously. 
Most plans offer an automatic rebalancing option in one fund, 
which can be based on your age. 

Rebalance occasionally. Establish a mix that you are comfortable 
with and rebalance once a year. 

Put your plan on autopilot. It’s best to have money deducted from 
your paycheck before pu rchasing New York Theatre tickets to see 
the same show for the fifth time. 

Denise McKelvey. CFS is a financial advisor for American Express FinancialAdvisors 
located at 51 (X) Tilghman Street Suite 170 Allentown PA 18104. Please mail or email 
questions to denise.m.mckelvey@aexp.com.Information contained in this article may 
not be su itable for your specif ic financial situation. 


GLV PRIDE BENEFIT IN WILKES-BARRE 

ALL ACCESS PRIDE: I’ve Got Nothing To Hide! Pride benefit at 
Twist Nightclub in Wilkes-Barre, PA will host a showcase of drag 
talentfeaturing the 2004 Queen of Pride, Tequila Daniels, on 
Friday, November 12 with showtime atl 1:30pm. The event is for 
ages 16 and up with valid ID. Cover is $8.00. Visit 
www.prideglv.org for more information and/or 
www.twistbarpa.com for directions. Proceeds benefit Pride of the 
Greater Lehigh Valley. 















HAVEFT 


OUTH CROUP 

AVEN MEETINGS : every 
/Wednesday from 7:00 - 9:00PM at 
/the Unitarian Universalist Church, 
1 424 Center Street, Bethlehem. 
1 Meetings are open to GLBTAQ youth 
1 ages 14 - 20. For information: 
1 havenyouthgroup@hotmail.com or 
! 610-868-2153. 


PFLAC TIMES 

' PFLAG - Parents, Families & Friends of 
Lesbians & Gays, www.eastern-pa- 
pflag.org. e-mail:info@eastern-pa- 
pflag.org. Meeting locations: LV - 1st 
Tues., 1st Pres. Church, Allentown. 610- 
967-5219. Reading - 3rd Tues., Unitarian 
Universalist Church, Reading. 610-967- 
5219. Monroe - 1st Wed., Eastern Monroe 
Public Library, Stroudsburg. 570-620-1234 
Upcoming Meeting Dates: 
Allentown: November 2 
Monroe: November 3 
Reading: November 16 


ALL TOGETHER NOW 

The retired Presiding Bishop of the 
, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
\ [ELCA], Bishop Herbert W. Chilstrom, will 
be the guest speaker at an ecumenical 
worship service on Sunday, November7 at 
3 PM, at WesleyMethodistChurch located 
1 at 2540 Center Street in Bethlehem. His 
1 topic will be "Gays and the Church: A 
I Bishop's Journey to Wholeness." For 
more information email: all-together- 
now@lycos.com 


CLORA EVENTS 

The Gay and Lesbian Organization of 
Reading and Allentown (GLORA) 
announces the following events: a Dutch 
Treat Hayride on Saturday, November 6 
and GLORA’s 15th anniversary dinner at 
Bower's Hotel on Sunday, December 5. 
GLORA hosts a wide variety of social 
gatherings in the community. To join 
GLORA or to get more information about 
their events contact GLORA at 
<GLORA2004 @aol.com> or write 
GLORA at PO Box 541, Bethlehem, PA 
18016-0541. 


STEVI E 

'Allentown's own Stevie Z is scheduled to 
[appear on Fridays Nov 12 and Dec 10 at the 
MooseLounge at Club Stonewall in 
Allentown. No cover charge. Tips for 
November go to the MCC Building Fund. 
Watch for updates to Stevie's schedule at: 
http ^/steviezpa@lripod^ora/- 


BARNES & NOBLE 

CAY &LEBSIAN BOOKCLUB 

The November meeting will be on 
Thursday, November 18 at 7:30PM in the 
cafe. Each participant will receive a 
complimentary beverage. November’s 
selection is, “Fire from Heaven,” the first 
volume of a classic trilogy by Mary 
Renault about Alexander the Great. The 
book tells the story of Alexander’s 
childhood, when the young boy’s defiant 
character molded him into the makings 
of a king. This will be great background 
for the November release of the movie 
on Alexanderthe Great. 

December’s choice is a selection or 
two from Oscar Wilde’s collections of 
fairy tales. Known for his acerbic, witty 
plays and urbane nonfiction, he was also 
a master of the fairy tale. Be sure to join 
the discussion on Thursday, December 
9, at 7:30PM, for a sure-to-be interesting 
discussion. 

At the November meeting suggestions 
for January will be examined. Please join 
the discussion and help to select. 
EVERYONE is welcome. 

Should anyone have questions please 
contact Barnes and Noble at: 
crm2636@bn.com. Suggestions and 
comments are welcome. Everyone is 
invited. 


ACC9 CONCERTS 

ACCO, a chorus celebrating women, 
will perform on December 11 - 8:00pm 
Jim Thorpe Opera House. Directions 
can be found on the Jim Thorpe Artists 
Music Series website. And on December 
21st - 7:30 pm,13th Annual Winter 
Solstice Concert, Christ Lutheran 
Church, 13th and Hamilton St., 
Allentown. Admission - $12.00, 
Seniors/Children -$6.00. Call Lynn at 
610-252-8470for tickets. 


GAY MEN’S CHORUS 
SEEKING TO HIRE 

The Lehigh Valley Gay Men's Chorus is 
seeking applicants for two separate 
positions: 1) Artistic Director - directs the 
chorus and makes artistic decisions; 
and 2) Principal Accompanist. Those 
interested are invited to submit a 
resume to P. O. Box 20712, Lehigh 
Valley, PA 1 8002-071 2, or 
info@lvgmc.org. For job descriptions 
visit www.lvgmc.org. These are 
professional positions. Pay is 
competitive. 


gloss BOWLING 

GLOSS bowling, second Fridays of 
each month at 8:30 through December 
at the Rose Bowl. $1.75 for shoe rental 
and $10/lane per hour divided by the 
number of people bowling (up to 6 per 
lane). GLOSS sometimes meets for 
dinner beforehand. The Rose Bowl is 
located at 15th Street & Sumner Avenue 
in Allentown. Contact GLOSS for more 
information. Phone: 610-434-2966, 
email: lnfo@gloss.org, web: 
www.gloss.org. 


FACT SNOW BALL 

FACT 18th Annual Snow Ball, Sunday, 
December 5, held at the Radison Hotel, 
Main Street, Bethlehem PA. Cocktail 
hour 5pm. Presentations 6pm. Dinner 
6:30. Entertainment provided by "Off 
Center." Silent Auction, Cash Bar. 
Reservations and Information: FACT 
PO Box 1028 Allentown, PA 18105.610- 
820-5519 www.factlv.org 


PRIDE ELECTS 
OFFICERS 

Pride of the Greater Lehigh Valley held 
their Annual Meeting on November 30th 
at the FACT Office in Allentown. 
Attendees were treated to a creative Year- 
In-Review presentation which showcased 
the groups’ achievements and progress. 
In addition, the ’04- ‘05 Budget was 
approved. The following officers were 
elected for 2004-2005: Constance 
Kristofik -- President, Brad Wentz - Vice 
President, Pam Pillsbury - Secretary, 
Alan Williams--Treasurer 


GENDER BLENDER 
YOUTH BALL 

Skylar and Vanessa Mayheim, the 2004 
Price and Princess of Pride will host the 
Gender Blender Youth Ball on Sunday, 
November 14 at Diamonz Nightclub in 
Bethlehem. Youth ages 14-24 are 
invited to attend this semi-formal/casual 
event from 7:00pm to 11:00pm. 
Admission to this non-alcoholic event is 
$5.00 which benefits Pride of the Greater 
Lehigh Valley. Visit www.prideglv.org. for 
more information. 


GLOSS PINOCHLE 

Third Friday of each month starting 
November 19. Time: 7pm. Location: Full 
Circle, 827 Jackson St, Allentown. 
Donation: $3 each to cover snacks. 
Contact GLOSS to confirm you are 
coming or for more information. Phone: 
610-434-2966, email: lnfo@gloss.org, 
reb: www.gloss.org_ 
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CALENDAR 

AA —AA meetinss on Wednesdays at MCCLV, 
Begin at 7:30pm 

ACCO-A Chorus Celebrating Women, 

AIDS Outreach-112 N. 5th St. Allentown, PA 
610.435.8424 

AIDSWALK- AIDSWALK Lehigh Valley - 
610.974.8701 www.regiononline.com/lvaids 

ASC-AIDS ServiceCenter610.974.8701 

All Together Now - Supportive Ecumenical 
Christians, 610-398-1286, bluemountain @ 
entermail.net 

BMA- Bucks/Montgomery Alliance for Gay and 
Lesbian Concerns 215-529-0360 

B&N- Barnes and Noble Gay&Lesbian Book 
Club, White Hall store, Monthly, 7:00pm 

CIVIC and 19th St. Theater, 527 N 19th St, 610- 
432-8943, <.civictheater,com> 

CUUPS-ATUUCLV 

Enigma Players - qacres @ prolog.net 
equal@agere-email: equal@agere.com 

FACT- Fighting AIDS Continuously Together 
610.820.5519 

GLEE atAir Products 

GLISN- at Dun & Bradstreet, 
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GLOR A- Gay and Lesbian Organization 
of Reading and Allentown (Social gatherings, 
various dates) Newsletter- The Tassle. Write to: 
GLORA, PO Box 541, Bethlehem, PA 18016- 
0541, email- GLORA2004 @ aol.com 

GLOSS - Gay and Lesbian Organized Sports 
Society, P.O.Box 21862 Lehigh Valley, PA 18002 
610.434.2966. 

GLOW-at PPL 

GMLV- Gay Men of the Lehigh Valley, 2nd 
Saturdays Monthly7pm, 610-709-8800 

HAVEN GLBT Youth Group of theUUCLV- 
c a 1 1 : 6 1 0-868-21 53, email: 
havenyouthgroup @ hotmail.com 

HMFF-Hope Ministry Family Fellowship, 
Sundays, 11 am, Open Space Gallery, 931 
Hamilton St. 610-791-0716 

Integrity- Lesbian & Gay Episcopalians Family 
& Friends meets quarterly. 610-758-8642 
gamba.guy@verizon.net" 

INTER WEAVE- AT UUCLV 

LVGMC -Lehigh Valley Gay Men’s Chorus, 
email : info @ lvmgc.org, <www.lvgmc.org> 
610-366-3320, rehearsals: Wesley United 
Methodist Church, 2540 Center St., Bethlehem 
Lehigh Valley Transsexual Coalition- 610- 
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997-5474, humanrights4all@aol.com, 610-814- 1 
0530 james30338874@aol.com 

MCC - Metropolitian Community Church, 
Merchants Square Mall, 1901 S. 12th Street, 
Allentown Services: 10:30am & 6pm, mcclehigh 
valley® yahoo.com, http://www.mcclv.org 610- 
709-8800 

NCC- Northampton Community College GLB 
Student Union, 610.861.5541 (#1386) or 882- 
2531 

19th St & Civic Theatre - 610.432.8943 

Out There- Students at Cedar Crest College 
OVOM- LV Documentary Film Org. 

PA-GALA - PA Gay And Lesbian Alliance for 
Political Action, (Candidate Info Booklet, & 
Political Lobbying) For membership: send $20 
to: P.O.Box 20825 Lehigh Valley 18002 
610.432.5449 pa-gala.org 

PARENTS- GLBT parent's group: 610-262-2519 
PFLAG - LV Parents Families & Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays, 1st Tues. 1st Pres. Church 
Allentown 610.967.5219 

<HTTP://www.eastern-pa-pflag.org/> 

Pride - Pride of the Greater Lehigh Valley, (Pride 
Festival) 61 0.770.6200, email: 
<info@prideglv.org>, <www.pridelv.org> 

QuEST - Student group at Lafayette College , 
<QuEST_Lafayette @ hotmail.com> 
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Quakers-Lehigh Valley Friends Meeting-Route 
512 1/2 mi. North of Rte 22 Bethlehem, FA. 
Worship at 9:30 am. (610)691-3411. 

RAA- Rainbow AA meetings, Mon. &Thurs. 

At 16th and Turner. 

Ren- Renaissance Transgendered Assoc., 
Meets at MCCLV renlv.org 
Rainbow Space - Muhlenberg College 
Organization 610.821.3244 
Reading P-FLAG- 610-967-5219 
Safe Space-At Lehigh U. 610.758.5973 
Saint John's Lutheran Church- A welcoming, 
lay affirming church, 32 S. 5th st. Allentown 
H 0.435.1587 

SoftbaH-(Women's) call Diamonz, 610.865.1028 
Spectrum- at Lehigh Univ., 610.758.5973 
T.O. - Theatre Outlet-29 Nth 9th St, Allentown, 
610-820-9270. 

Unity-26 N. 3rd St. Emmaus, 767-4417 
UUCLV - Unitarian Universalist Church LV, 424 
Center St., Bethlehem, 18018 610.866.7652. 

VFP - Valley Free Press, 610.432.5449, 
liztrish@aol.com 

VYH - Valley Youth House for emotionally 
troubled GLBT youth 610.432.6481 
Wachovia-GALEA- Gay And Lesbian Employee 
Association. Contact GALEA @ Wachovia.com 
WDIY - WDIY - 88.1 fm 93.9 fm Sat. 6:00 pm This 
Way Out, Assorted Women 6:30 pm. 610-694- 
8100.88. 

SPECIA L UPCOMINC E VENT5: 

CLBT YOUTH CROUP 
HAVEN - WEDNESDAYS 
LV PFLAC - 1ST TUESDAYS 
MONROE PFLAC- 
1ST THURSDAYS 
READINC- 

PFLAC 3RD TUESDAYS 
POTTSVILLE PFLAC 
-3RD THURSDAYS 
CLOSS VOLLEYBALL -TUESDAYS 
CLOSS TENNIS - SUNDAYS 
CLOSS RACQUETBALL 
-TUES&SATS 

CLOSS BOWLINC - 2ND FRIDAYS 
STORIES - LAST FRIDAYS 

NOV 2 - ELECTION DAY CO VOTE!!! 
NOV 2 - ALLENTOWN PFLAC 
NOV 3 - MONROE PFLAC 
NOV 6 - CLORA DUTCH TREAT 
NOV 7 - ALL TOCETHER NOW 
NOV lO - JOHN WATERS 
NOV 12- 

STEV1EZ @ MOOSELOUNCE 
NOV 12 - CLOSS BOWLINC 
NOV 12 - PRIDE BENEFIT 
NOV 13-14 10,000 VILLAGES -MCC 
NOV 14 - YOUTH BAU. 

NOV 16- BREAKFAST@Y 
NOV 16 - READINC PFLAC 
NOV 17- PRIDE MTC 
NOV 18 - B&N CLBT BOOKCLUB 
NOV 19 -CLOSS PINOCHLE 
NOV 20 - LVCMC CONCERT 
DEC 5 - FACT SNOWBALL 
DEC 5 - CLORA DINNER 
DEC 9 - B&N CLBT BOOKCLUB 
DEC lO - STEVIEZ @ MOOSELOUNC 
DEC lO - CLOSS BOWLINC 
DEC 11 - ACCO CONCERT 
DEC 21 - ACCO CONCERT 


INFORMATION SUBJECT 
TO CHANCE ! 

TO POST INFO: 
610-432-5449 
LIZTRISH@AOL.COM 


BUSINESSES FOR 
PRIDE PASS 

I Pride of the Greater Lehigh Valley is 
seeking businesses for their 2005 Pride 
Pass Community Card. Businesses that 
would like to support Pride and the local 
queer community by offering a discount on 
goods and services are asked to email 
project coordinator Brad Wentz at 
bwentz@prideglv.org for more information. 

I There is no charge to place an offer on the 
card and in return the business receives 
additional foot traffic, free exposure and an 
increased community visibility. The 2005 
Pride Pass will be available in late 
December for only $10.00 and will include 
offers from the Greater Lehigh Valley and 
NEPA. The offers are valid for one full year. 


PRIDE VP ATTENDS 
WORLD CONFERENCE 

Pride Vice President Attends World 
Conference -- One hundred delegates 
from 35 cities around the world attended 
the 23rd InterPride World Conference, 
hosted by Different Days, in Reykjavik 
Iceland from October 7 to 10. Brad Wentz, 
newly elected Pride Vice-President, 
attended representing Pride of the Greater 
Lehigh Valley. Brad was able to attend this 
wonderful networking and educational 
experience after receiving a full 
scholarship from InterPride, the 
International Association of LGBT Pride 
Coordinators. 


RAINBOW SCHOLARSHIPS 

A start-up donation was given to Pride by 
local celebrity Carson Kressley. At the 2005 
Pride in the Park festival on June 19, the first 
Rainbow Scholarships will be given in three 
categories. Student of the Year - a queer 
youth who is an active and positive force in 
the glbti community. General Scholarship - 
for queer youth based on academics, 
financial need, etc. Essay Contest - to 
promote awareness and acceptance; open 
to both straight and queers students. 
Students eligible from nine counties of 
Greater Lehigh Valley: Lehigh, Carbon, 
Bucks, Berks, Northampton, Munroe, 
Schuylkill, Warren, and Montgomery. The 
committee is seeking area educators and 
interested community members to help in the 
selection process of the scholarship 
applicants. Meetings are 3rd Wednesdays of 
every month. For details contact Committee 
Chair, Rachel Zane, Allen HS Teacher, at 
rainbowscholarship @ prideglv.org. 


PRIDE SEEK5 
VOLUNTEERS 

All invited to kick-off meeting Wednesday, 
November 17.The Pride in the Park 
chairpersons are responsible for recruiting 
committee heads that organize and execute 
an abundance of activities that take place 
prior, during and after the Sunday event on 
June 19, 2005;overseeing the overall 
budget; securing sponsorships; and being 
the spokespersonfor that year’s festival. 


RANTS & RAVES BY STEPHEN T. LIBBY 

RANDOMTHOUCHTS&ONE DEMAND 

Why the F is George Bush even in the White House? I, and the majority of voters, chose 
Al Gore 4 years ago. I'm a bitter disallusioned American. And with every move, statement 
and stroke of his mighty...pen, GWB has made sure I remain that way. I know I lectured in 
last month's column, but I'm contractually obligated to remind you all to vote. If you have 
been happy with the current administration then please, by all means, vote for George W. 
Bush. Your day to vote is Wednesday November 3rd. The other 99.9% of the VFP 
readers, including myself, will be voting, with other Democrats, on Tuesday, November 
2nd. 

So, to recap, if you receive the VFP by mistake, if you like to torture small children and 
animals and if you report your political affiliation just to obtain a handicapped parking 
sticker, then you should report to the polls on Wed the 3rd (like you'll know the difference). 
Conversely if you are patriotic and value family and tradition and believe in free speech 
and are ready to defect to Canada if John Kerry isnt elected, then vote with me on Tues 
the 2nd. 

One more time. Ignorant, Bible-thumping, Constitution changing, equal rights denying, 
Mel Gibson fans, vote on Wed. Intelligent, quietly spiritual, equality embracing, Michael 
Moore fans, vote on Tues. Is that clear to everyone? Good. I'm a firm believer in *if you 
dont vote, don't bitch'. I vote in all elections. And bitch alot. Voting gives me that right. 

Now, on to more pressing things! Is everyone watching Desperate Housewives? I 
absolutely LOVE it!!!!!!!!!!!One part drama, one part mystery, one part screwball comedy, 
lots of camp, and you have the best show since Melrose Place. Other stuff I've loved 
recently and am thankful for (since it is November): TV:The Office, Manhunt, PBS' History 
of the Broadway Musical and the Red Sox win over the Yankees. Music: OK Go, Franz 
Ferdinand, The Killers, Scissor Sisiters and Jet. Movies: The Motorcycle Diaries, Maria 
Full of Grace, Shaun of the Dead. Team America: World Police. Books: Anything by 
Augusten Burroughs, Dieux du Stade by photographer Francois Rousseau, Bushworld 
by Maureen Dowd, and I hope to be adding a local lesbian's book to this list next year. And 
of course, life, love, friends, family, Shawn and our children (Puppy the cat, Otis the cat, 
Max the 8-month-old-hell-on-wheelspit/lab mix who is currently looking for a new family. 
Seriously, she's yours for 3 box tops and the price of shipping.) So, as the holiday season 
begins, I wish you a happy Election Day and a Happy Thanksgiving!! Remember, if you 
don't vote, dont bitch!! Smooches, Steve. 
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TIDBITS AND BABY BITES 

**This month's column is a potpourri of items, issues and 
I ramblings; hopefully enjoyableor at least mildly interesting. 

***We officially became legal fathers to our son Lucas 
Alexander Snyder on September 15, 2004. The adoption was 
approved and a judge in the Camden County, NJ courts issued 
the order. His honor was honored to hold our son and requested 
we take a picture of them and send it to him. Oh, what a joyous 
day that was. 

*** Lucas had his picture taken at Walmart. He threw such a 
fuss, it was his cranky time of the day. In desperation the 
photographer suggested one us to humor the baby so he would 
smile. She asked which one of us was his father. We answered 
we both were. Rather than assuming we were in some paternity 
determination battle with each other, she made the correct 
assumption and congratulated us both. What a happy moment 
| that was. 

* Our original dilemma as to what our son would call each of us 
I has apparently been solved. One of us is Dad and the other is 
Daddy, NOT! It appears one of us is Dadadadadaand the other 
is Mamamamama. But Lucas has been observed calling his 
rattle Mamamamamaas well...phew! 

*** Some responses were received to last month's article 
regarding the need for some GLBT parents groups. Only two, 
but still they were responses. One was from a couple desiring to 
connect with other GLBT parents, another from a founder and 
member of a GLBT parent group. More to come on this in a 
| future article. 

' Something disturbing: The phrase "That's so gay" appears 
I to continue to be used with the same negative connotations as 
when I was in junior and senior high school in the 70s and '80s. 
Apparently by juveniles that are not the offspring of gay or 
lesbian parents. When Lucas reaches that age, it is our hope 
that we have completely taken back that word as our own the 
way we have almost done with "queer," although not the most 
pleasant sounding word around, and for some still quite 
offensive.Times are changingand will continueto change. 

*** Something delightful: Tax breaks for having a dependant 
child. Even more delightful are the tax breaks for adoption 
| costs. Cannot wait to file! Ciao for now, Donnie and Earl 

NETWORKING BREAKFAST 

SAVE THE DATE! Please join the Allentown Human 
I Relations Commission, The NAACP, Pride of the Lehigh Valley, 

I The Allentown YMCA & YWCA, Valley Free Press and other 
I community partners for the: 4th COMMUNITY NETWORKING 
| BREAKFAST “Continuing the Dialogue." Tuesday, November 
16, 2004 at 7am. Allentown YMCA & YWCA, 425 South 15th 
| Street, Allentown. 

The purpose of this Networking Breakfast is to bring 
[community leaders, City, County, and State elected officials 
I together and provide a forum to talk about important topics of 
1 the City of Allentown, including Crime and Safety, Youth, 
I Education and Community Pride, and Diversity. Everyone is 
I invited to attend this FREE event! For more information or to 
Iregister contact: Nick Butterfield at 610-437-7616 
I (butterfield@allentowncityorg), or Erlinda Agron at 610-439- 
15977 (agron ©allentowncityorg) 


SCOTT SAYS 

Scott Jlautne/i 
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$<OTTS LITTLE SECRET \ /f-Jp 

As the presidential election approaches and in 
the interest of full disclosure I think it is time for 
me to come out...as a Republican. See when I 
registered to vote I thought "GOP' stood for "gay ostentatious 
party." 

That being said, I do not agree with many of the Republican 
party's policies on foreign and domestic issues. This summer 
CBS news filmed a miniseries called "Swingtown USA." They 
were interested in interviewing a gay Republican, someone 
whose loyalties would be torn, someone experiencing lots of 
inner conflict. After talking to one of the producers over a 
couple cocktails I explained it would a cold day in Crawford, 
Texas before I could vote for Dubya. No inner conflict. No story. 
My fifteen minutes of fame was over before it even got started. 

Even the Log Cabin Republicans, a group about as 
conservative as gay folks get, has decided not to endorse the 
president in this election. To the Log Cabin folk: I am so happy 
you woke up and smelled the exclusionary coffee. 

All I ever needed to know about this presidency, I learned 
reading 1984. War is peace (?). Every reason Bush gave for 
going to war has turned out to be a lie and I believe we are less 
safe now than before the war. Bush cant get our traditional 
allies to help us. They fear and despise America. He has made 
us the Alexis Carrington of nations. Ignorance is strength (?). I 
saw a T-shirt last week that read "Vote for Kerry and bring back 
complete sentences to the White House." The Federal 
Marriage Act was introduced out of love and concern for gay 
folks(?). This Orwellian nightmare has to end! I urge all my 
chipmunk readers to get out and vote November2. 


A PA VICTORY FOR FAIRNESS 
AND FREE SPEECH! 

BUT RICHT Wl N6 EXPECTED TO STRIKE ACAIN NO/. 8 

In October, a judge in Bucks County threw out a lawsuit that 
right-wing legislator Allan Egolf (R-Perry County), and eleven 
other legislators filed against a same-sex couple who have 
been together 25 years. You may remember Patricia Sullivan’s 
article about this suit appearing in her column several months 
ago. Remember what "offense" prompted the lawsuit? The 
couple told the news media that they were considering 
challenging Pennsylvania’s ban on same-sex marriage. The 
misguided legislators sued the couple and asked the court to 
declare the law constitutional - before it had even been 
challenged. 

This was similar to a Strategic Lawsuit Against Public 
Participation (SLAPP) lawsuit, which legislators have tried to 
limit in consumer protection cases, in that citizens were being 
punished for even voicing their concerns that their rights are 
being violated. It was disturbing to see legislators who do not 
even represent the couple try to intimidate them. Clearly the 
suit had political implications to it, just as many of the anti- 
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) legislative 
maneuversdo. 

The lawsuit contained bizarre, unsubstantiated claims, 
including: "Marriage should be restricted to opposite-sex 
couples in order to promote prosperity" and "Even a woman 
who has sex with another woman is at substantial risk for 
sexually transmitted diseases." 

Fortunately, the judge ruled against these out of the main 
stream officials and in favor of free speech. 
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Below is the new masthead for the Valley 
Free Press. Nothing has really changed except 
that now, instead of functioning as a separate 
organization, Valley Free Press will function as 
part of the new organization Pennsylvania 

Diversity Network. Read more about it onpage_l_. 

Please don't forget to vote on Tuesday, November 2. Read 
more about the candidates in What's That About, page 2. 
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Publisher, Managing Editor -Liz Bradbury 
Publisher, Editor -Patrica Sullivan 
Columnists: Liz Bradbury, Patricia Sullivan, Denise 
McKelvey, Ruby Zebu, Donnie and Earl Snyder Stephen 
Libby, Scott Laubner 

Valley Free Press - The Lehigh Valley’s Gay and 
Lesbian Opinion and Newspaper (VFP) operates as part 
of Pennsylvania Diversity Network VFP owns the 
copyright to its articles and columns. No part may be 
reproduced without written permission of the PublisherVFP 
offers free copies for direct mail and hand-out distribution tc 
Lehigh Valley area not-for-profit organizations and 
businesses. The opinions expressed by columnists are their 
own and should not be attributed to this paper 

Organizations that have VF^s for hand out distribution 


Metropolitan Community Church of the Lehigh Valley 

1901 S. 12th Street, Allentown 610-709-8800 
PFLAG Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
Allentown, 610.967.5219 <HTTP://wwweastern-papflag.org/ 
Pride House at Muhlenberg College, Allentown 
19th Street Theater - 527 N 19th St. Allentown 
Unitarian Universalist Church of the Lehigh Valley 
(UUCLV) -424 Center St., Bethlehem 
Haven GLBTA Youth Group at UUCLV 
Businesses that have VFPs for hand out distribution : 

Diamonz Nightclub -1913 W. Broad St., Bethlehem 

Stonewall Bar- 28-30 N. 10th St., Allentown 
Candida’s - 247 N. 12th St., Allentown 
Analisa’s Coffee Shop -- N. 19th St. 

Monthly Direct Mail Distribution: 

Currently the Pennsylvania Gay and LesbianAlliance (PA- 
GALA) mails the \&lley Free Press to its members.To 
become a member of FA-GALA, send $20 for an individual 
membership or $35 for a family membership to: IA-GALA 
PO Box 20825 Lehigh \felley, PA 18002 

To contact Valley Free Press: 

Mail to:PO Box 22902 Lehigh Nfilley, PA 18002 Phone: 610- 
432-5449 Email: Liztrish@aol.comTo arrange for your 
group or organization to receive copies to distribute, contac 
VFP. Some restrictions apply 

Valley Free Press does not discriminate on the basises listed in the anti- 
discrimination statement on page 8 . and asks that organizations or individuals 
which request VFP to publish information about their events 
maintain a similar policy. 
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LEGAL Bij, Pai/UcUa Suiliocut 

When same-sex marriage became legal in 
Canada, Liz and I thought about going there to get 
married, but we couldn't see how that would benefit 
us as a lesbian couple that lived in the United 
States. So we decided to wait for same-sex 
marriage to be legal and available to us in some part of the US I 
have written many times that if you want benefits you have to ask 
for them. Well, in this instance, as a New York State retiree, I never 
even considered that Canadian marriages could affect my 
benefits. But I should have and I should have asked and here is 
the reason why. 

New York Attorney General Eliot Spitzer and the New York 
Court of appeals have interpreted New York law to require that 
legal marriages from other jurisdictions, including marriages of 
same-sex couples, be fully respected in New York State. This 
month, New York States Comptroller has ruled that the New York 
State and Local Retirement program will recognize Canadian 
marriages of same-sex couples for the purposes of retirement 
benefits. 

While domestic partner relationships have been recognized by 
New York State for some time, the benefits are not equal to those 
married couples receive. The action by the comptroller permits 
married same-sex couples to receive cost of living adjustments, 
pension and death benefits which they previously could not qualify 
for. Additionally, in the case of divorce the pension becomes a 
marital asset that a spouse may have rights to in a settlement. 

The retirement system is the first agency of New York State to 
comply with the Attorney Generals interpretation of the law. It is the 
second largest retirement program in the country in terms of 
dollars and has over one million members. It seems reasonable to 
think that every New York State agency will follow suit. If that is the 
case, legal same-sex marriage in New York State is certainly on 
the horizon. However, at this time, NYS will only recognize 
marriages performed in Europe and Canada. New York does not 
recognize Massachusetts marriages because they are currently 
subject to litigation and New York treats Vermont civil unions the 
same as a domestic partnership. 

Canadian marriages have been legal for same-sex couples 
since June 2003. So why has it taken this long for New York State 
to act? Simple, an employee asked the New York State 
Comptroller how getting married in Canada would affect 
retirement benefits for him, his partner of 16 years and their two 
dependent children. The comptroller responded: “the Retirement 
System will recognize a same-sex Canadian marriage in the same 
manner as an opposite-sex New York marriage, under the 
principle of comity. That principle has been legal practice pursuant 
to New York Court of Appeals rulings for many years.” Companies 
and agencies rarely institute benefits on their own, they act in 
response to employeeor union demand. 

So in this instance we are reminded of several things. First, 
domestic partnerships and civil unions are not equal to marriage. 
Second, if you want benefits you have to ask for them. Third, civil 
rights come through the legislature and the courts. Fourth, 
progress occurs incrementally. Finally, I would be remiss if I didn't 
say: If you want equal civil rights you must register and vote for 
candidates who have a pro-rights record on GLBT issues. 


"STORIES WITH COFFEE 

RESUMES AT MCC 

“Stories with Coffee” will resume the fall season with monthly 
readings, now on the LAST Friday of each month at 7pm at MCCLV 
in Merchants Square Mall, Allentown. David Sedaris’s “Season's 
GreetinqstoFriendsandFamily"willbereadon Nov. 26. 























1. John Waters’ new film is called. 

I A. Dirty Shame B. It’s Divine 

C. Ham N’ Eggs D. Naugahyde 

2. Hairspray was_’s first film.A. Tracy Ullman 

B. Jamie Lee Curtis C. Ricki Lake D. Gary 
Coleman 

3. An early John Water’s film cast Divine as 1950’s 

TV star_’s daughter Diane. 

A. Rod Serling B. Ozzie Nelson 

C. Ed Sullivan D.Art Linkletter 

4. What 1960s teen heart throb starred in the film 
Polyester? A. Troy Donohue B. Sandra Dee 

C. Frankie Avalon D. Tab Hunter 

5. “The Eggman” appeared in_. 

A. Female Trouble B. Pink Flamingos 
C. Desperate Living D. Multiple Maniacs 

6. John Waters is most associated with: 

A. Philadelphia B. Boston 

C. Miami D. Baltimore 

7. John Waters will speak at the IV Arts Council on 

Nov. . A.3 B.6 C.8 D.10 

8. Serial Mom’s title character was played byA. 
Patty Hearst B. Eddie Massey C. Mink Stole 

D. Kathleen Turner 

9. _played the laundry lady in Pecker 

A. Pia Zadora B. Joan Rivers 
| C. Christina Ricci D. Suzanne Somers 

10. Dorney Park was a location in:A. Cry Baby 

B. Hairspray C. Dirty Shame D. MondoTrasho 
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|QUOTE#5 MARCARET CARLSON. L.A. TIMES 

"Kerry, talking honestly - and for once, it seemed, 
from the heart -- said: "We're all God's children. I think 
if you were to talk to Dick Cheney's daughter who is a 
lesbian, she would tell you that she's being who she 
was ... who she was born as. I think if you talk to 
anybody, it's not a choice." On Thursday morning, I 
was even more jarred when I read Lynne Cheney's 
reaction to Kerry's comment. "This is not a good man," 
she said. "Of course, I am speaking as a mom, and a 
pretty indignant mom. This is not a good man. What a 
cheap and tawdry political trick." My first instinct was 
to admire Cheney as a fierce and righteous mother 
| defending her daughter. But the more I thought about 
it, it just didn't hold up. Her daughter is an adult; she's 
not Amy Carter or Chelsea Clinton thrust into the 
public eye in tender adolescence. She's not even 
I Margaret Truman at the piano. 

Mary Cheney is happily in the public eye, an open 
I lesbian whose job before she joined the 2000 
campaign was as liaison to the gay community for 
| Coors beer in Colorado. She now holds one of the 
most important jobs in her dad's reelection effort. And 
her life partner joined the Cheneys on stage in St. 
Louis after the debate. She'd have to be in deep 
denial to think her sexual orientation wasn't going to 
| come up, given that Republicans have made gay 


We believe it would 
improve the quality of 
life in the Lehigh 
Valley if all people 
were equally protected 
from unfair discrimination 
based upon actual or 
perceived: race, cole* 
religion, national 
origin.ancestry or place 
of birth, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender 
identity, marital 
status, family status, 
age. disability or use of a 
guide animal, in the 
areas of employment, 
housing, and public 
accommodation. 

PA-GALA 

Valley Free Press 

Allentown Human 
Relations Commission 

Safe-Space of 
Lehigh University 

PFLAG Lehigh Vblley 

ACCO -A Chorus 
Celebrating Wbmen 

GLORA 

Pride of the GIV 

LV Gay Men s Chorus 

NCC GLBT Student 
Union 

The Lehigh Vblley 
Labor Party 

EQUAL! at Agere 

Metropolitan 
Community Church iy 

OutThere - Cedar Crest 

9th Street Shelter 
Allentown 

LV Community 
Action Committee 

GLEE at Air Products 

FACT 

AIDS Outreach 

The Unitarian 
Universafist 
Church LV 

GLOSS 

LEPOCO 

GLISN of 
Dun & Bradstreet 

AIDS Services Center 

Theatre Outlet 

Integrity - Bethlehem 

The Lehigh Wiley 
Religious 
Society of Friends 
(Quakers) 

Civic Theater 
19th Street Theatre 

The Latin Alliance 

The Enigma Players 

New Covenant 
Family Ministries 

Properties of Merit 

Allentown City 
Democratic Committee 

Episcopal Diocese 
of Bethlehem 

Puerto Rican Cultural 
Alliance 

Turning Point of 
the Lehigh Wiley 

Muhlenberg Theater 
Association 

Crime Victims Council of 
the Lehigh Wiley 

To add your 
organization to this hst. 
Contact VFP 


QUOTE #1 

"The Republican leaderships in both houses of Congress 
brought this amendment to the floor. Anyone watching the 
debate would cringe at the dehumanizing and painful things 
said by Republican sponsors of the proposal about gay 
people. 

All of the Cheneys have sat back as senators and 
members of Congress who stood up for their position 
against the constitutional amendment were attacked in 
campaigns across the country. In Texas, North Dakota, 
South Carolina, Oklahoma, North Carolina and elsewhere, 
Republican candidates are using the gay issue against 
Democrats who have done nothing more than vote to 
protect the notion of fairness and equality in our 
Constitution. Where is the outrage of Dick and Lynne 
Cheney over this?" - Hillary Rosen - Washington Post 


QUOTE #2 

‘The re-election of George W. Bush would be a 
mandate to continue on our present course of 
chaos. We cannot afford to double the debt that we 
already have. We need to be moving in the opposite 
direction.” -The Iconoclast, the President's Texas 

" Two major conservative groups are planning to extend 
beyond the Nov. 2 election a major boycott of products like 
Crest and Pampers, saying - incorrectly — that the 
products' maker supports marriage for gay and lesbian 
couples. Focus on the Family and the American Family 
Association are telling members to boycott the Cincinnati- 
based consumer products giant Procter & Gamble. The 
groups have funded a Web site and have urged people to 
call P&G to voice their concerns." 

-From Planet Out- In other words, switch to Crest 


QUOTE#4 

"President Bush's election eve conversion to support civil 
unions cannot be reconciled with his efforts to change the 
Constitution to ban civil unions," Cheryl Jacques, 
president of the Human Rights Campaign, said in a 
statement. "After four years of promoting discrimination, 
President Bush's attempt to reinvent himself a week 
before Election Day will not persuade voters." 


Distelfink 

by RubyZebu 
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This guy went 
to Yale...” 


"Our enemies are innovative and 
resourceful, and so are we. 

They never stop thinking about new 
ways to harm our country and our 
people, and neither do we." -- 
George W. Bush, August 5,2004 i 


nuffsaid... 


The editorial columns and political cartoon that appear in Valley Free Press 
express the opinions of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion or attitude of this publication. VFP makes no indication of the sexual 
orientation of persons, organizations, or businesses mentioned in any issue. 






























